PSY-434 Forensic Psychology

Prerequisite: None
Credit Hours: 3

Course Description:

This course offers a comprehensive introduction to forensic psychology, focusing on the
application of psychological principles and scientific methods within legal and criminal
justice systems. Students will examine psychological theories and empirical research
related to criminal behavior, legal decision-making, and the roles psychologists play in
investigative, correctional, and judicial contexts. Emphasis is placed on ethical
considerations, professional practice standards, and the growing impact of
psychological science on public policy and legal reform.

Course Objectives:
By the end of this course, students will be able to:

1. Critically analyze landmark case law relevant to the practice and development of
forensic psychology, both internationally and within Pakistan’s legal system.

2. Examine the diverse roles and responsibilities of forensic mental health
professionals within correctional, clinical, investigative, and judicial settings.

3. Define and evaluate core psychological constructs central to forensic psychology,
including criminal responsibility, competency, risk assessment, and psychopathy.

4. Reflect on the cultural and societal dimensions of forensic psychology,
particularly in relation to Pakistan’s legal, correctional, and mental health
systems.

Course OQutcomes:

By the end of this course, students will be able to:

1. Analyze and interpret landmark legal cases relevant to forensic psychology, with
attention to both international precedent and the Pakistani context.

2. Articulate the roles and ethical responsibilities of forensic psychologists across
diverse settings, including correctional facilities, courtrooms, and clinical
environments.

3. Apply psychological theories and constructs, such as competency, criminal
responsibility, risk assessment, and psychopathy, to case-based forensic
scenarios.

4. Evaluate psychological processes that influence legal decision-making, including
eyewitness memory, jury behavior, interrogation practices, and offender
rehabilitation.

5. Integrate understanding of culturally informed perspectives into the analysis of
forensic psychological practice within Pakistan’s legal and mental health
systems.



Course Content

Introduction to Forensic Psychology: Scope, History, and Practice

Roles and Settings for Forensic Psychologists in Criminal and Civil Systems

Psychology of Criminal Behavior and Typologies of Offenders

Competency and Criminal Responsibility in Legal Contexts

Mental lliness, Insanity, and the Assessment of Legal Defenses

Introduction to Psychological Assessment in Legal Settings

Eyewitness Testimony, Memory, and Jury Decision-Making

Juvenile Forensic Psychology and Developmental Considerations (Pakistan

Correctional Psychology and Rehabilitation Practices

10 Victimology and Trauma in Forensic Contexts (Pakistan)

11.Professional and Ethical Issues in Forensic Psychology (APA, BPS, and
Local Considerations)

12.Landmark Legal Cases: Global Precedents and Local Applications (Pakistan)

13.Using Research to Inform Legal Practice in Forensic Psychology

14.Psychological Challenges in Investigative Settings: Interrogation, False
Confessions, and Malingering

15.Careers and Emerging Pathways in Forensic Psychology

16.Final Case-Based Project and Course Wrap-Up
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